
Region V Conference Agenda* 
Friday, October 2, 2026 | 10:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

Palm Beach State College, Lake Worth Campus | PSD 108 

9:45 AM  Registration and Refreshments 

10:10 AM  Welcome and Introductions 
Palm Beach State College Leadership 
Update from AFC Headquarters 
Tutor.com Sponsorship Welcome 
 
10:30 AM Keynote: Quantum Computing in Workforce Education 
Dr. Luis Pentzke, District Associate Dean, CSIM, Palm Beach State College 
As quantum computing reshapes industry, colleges have a role to play in preparing the 
workforce. This keynote shares Palm Beach State College's approach through its Quantum 
Innovation Center and Quantum Computing Learning Lab, covering hands-on training in 
quantum hardware, networking, and cybersecurity, and the ways AI is amplifying that 
instruction through adaptive learning and simulation. 

11:15 AM Breakout Session #1 | Select from one of the options below 

From Data to Action: Using Navigate360 AI Tools to Advance Student Success 
Jennifer Johnson, Student Learning Center Director and Navigate360 Program Owner, Palm 
Beach State College | Justin Bruchey, Strategic Leader, Student Success, EAB 
A working demonstration of Navigate360's emerging AI tools, including the Meeting 
Summary Assistant, Message Content Creator, Report Finder and Filter Assistant, and Staff 
Assistant, alongside student-facing features that help students locate resources and 
support. Includes implementation and responsible-use considerations. 

Beyond Remediation: A Structured Success Framework for Course Repeaters 
Kelly Hernandez, Director of Student Services | Saskya Renauld, Assistant to the Dean of 
Nursing, Miami Dade College, Medical Campus 
Students repeating courses carry a higher risk of attrition. This session presents a 
structured intervention built on individualized needs assessment, targeted learning 
assignments, required tutoring, and ongoing progress monitoring, addressing both 
academic and nonacademic barriers. Participants leave with a scalable framework they 
can adapt. 

Teaching With AI, Not Against It 
Hector Hernandez, Associate Professor, Palm Beach State College 
A faculty perspective on preparing Business, Computer Science, and Project Management 



students for an AI-enabled workplace without giving up the critical thinking those fields 
depend on. 

 

12:10 PM Lunch and Panther Pantry Presentation 

1:15 PM Breakout Session #2 | Select from one of the options below 

AI Is Changing the Workforce. Is Your Curriculum Keeping Up? 
Dr. Brent Ferns, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, Career and Technical 
Education, Santa Fe College 
Generative AI is already reshaping entry-level hiring while curriculum cycles struggle to 
keep pace, and not only in IT. This session opens with why Florida College System programs 
need fresh scrutiny now, then walks through Santa Fe College's process for updating three 
Information Technology A.S. degrees using revised state frameworks, labor-market 
research, and an employer symposium. Closes with facilitated discussion. 

Padlet's AI Playground: One Tool with Endless Pedagogical Possibilities 
Dr. Belkis Cabrera, Assistant Professor, Miami Dade College, Excellence Center for 
Educator Learning | Bertha Cabrera, Grant Professional, Miami Dade College 
Padlet's new AI features make this a good moment to rediscover the platform. Attendees 
will work hands-on with Padlet Arcade, which turns a syllabus, article, or video into a 
playable review game in minutes, and explore proven uses from K-W-L-W charts and 
collaborative lesson planning to student portfolios. Participants leave with ready-to-use 
dashboards. 

Accelerating Engagement and Retention with High ROI Student Support  
Jim Lewis, EdTech Consultant, Tutor.com 
Discover how strategic tutoring drives measurable results. See real data from our Florida 
partnerships. We'll break down two key efficacy studies—one revealing how targeted tutor 
center promotion lifts student grades for DFWI and a second showing student engagement 
gains and improved retention rates resulting in a clear ROI on support interventions. Leave 
with concrete insights into Tutor.com's latest tools and strategies to maximize student 
outcomes at your institution. 

2:10 PM Breakout Session #3 | Select from one of the options below 

Developing Comprehensive Artificial Intelligence Policy for Higher Education: A 
Practical Framework 
Domingo Castillo, Chief Information Security Officer, Miami Dade College 
The key components of a collegewide AI policy, including ethical guidelines, data 



protection, human oversight, and equitable access. Attendees will learn a structured 
approach to policy creation, from identifying the need and defining objectives through 
gathering stakeholder input and finalizing the document, along with the practical 
challenges of keeping a policy current. 

Teaching with Purpose: AI Ethics, Transparency, and Human-Centered Learning 
Dr. Belkis Cabrera, Assistant Professor, Miami Dade College 
Ethical AI use viewed through a shared responsibility lens: what students need and what 
faculty can intentionally design. Participants will work with an Ethical AI Use Checklist and 
student-friendly reflection tools, review current research on cognition that challenges 
common AI myths, and leave with ready-to-use language and reflection prompts. 

Using AI to Develop Engaging Lesson Plans 
Lystra Seenath, Faculty, Palm Beach State College 
How Copilot and the AI feature in Nearpod can be used to build interactive presentations 
and classroom activities that hold attention and measure learning in real time. 

3:05 PM Final Wrap Up  

3:30 PM Conference End 

*Agenda is subject to change. 

 


